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Mandates pertaining to the ethical review of researches 
involving humans, and the establishment and accreditation 
of research ethics committees
Alvin S Concha,1 Clarence Xlasi D Ladrero1

In 2003, the secretaries of  the Department of  Health (DOH) and the Department of  Science 
and Technology (DOST) signed a memorandum of  understanding to institutionalize the 
Philippine National Health Research System (PNHRS) for the management of  research in the 
country.1 One of  the groups constituted under the PNHRS was the Technical Working Group 
(TWG) on Ethics, which created strategies that highlight the role of  ethics in a responsible 
health research system. Among the recommendations of  the Ethics TWG was the 
establishment of  the Philippine Health Research Ethics Board (PHREB).2 In 2006, the 
PHREB was formally created through DOST Special Order 2006-91 “to ensure that all phases 
of  health research shall adhere to universal ethical principles that value the protection and 
promotion of  the dignity of  health research participants.” Since then, PHREB has become the 
country’s policy making body on health research ethics.2 3

In 2013, the Republic Act 10532—or the PNHRS Law—was enacted.4 The Act 
strengthened the mandate of  PHREB to ensure protection of  the welfare, rights, and safety of  
human research participants, and the implementing rules and regulations (IRR) of  the Act 
specified the policies that facilitate the achievement of  the PHREB mandate.5 In 2017, through 
DOST Special Order 2017-248, DOST established research ethics monitoring boards 
(REMBs) in Region I, Region VI, and Region XI to assist in the comprehensive and consistent 
implementation of  PHREB policies at the regional level.6 The creation of  PHREB in 2006 
initiated several other mandates from PHREB and other agencies that implement the PNHRS. 
These mandates—shown in the infographic—support human research participant protection 
through ethical reviews of  research protocols, establishment of  research ethics committees, 
and maintenance of  quality standards of  these committees through accreditation. Many of  
these mandates are national in scope, but a few are specific to Davao Region (Region XI).
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